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Abstract: 

I will describe life in Marshfield, Vermont, a town that governs itself through structures which 

rely on a form of direct democracy that is an expression of a long standing model, the New 

England Town Meeting, which influenced Murray Bookchin’s formulation of Communalism.  I 

will briefly present the history of town meeting government, describe the structure and 

function of that system based on my personal participation, analyze its strengths, its 

weaknesses, and its potential for wider application. 

 

------ 

Daniel Chodorkoff, Ph.D., anthropology, New School for Social Research, is co-founder and 

former executive director of the Institute for Social Ecology in Vermont. He is an urban 

anthropologist and activist with special interests in community development and utopian 

studies, and has authored numerous articles on both subjects. His essays on social ecology 

and community development have been published under the title, The Anthropology of 

Utopia, by New Compass Press. 

 

 

 


